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WINNERS OF UM ESSAY CONTEST ANNOUNCED
MISSOULA—
Three University of Montana students have been awarded prizes for their winning essays 
in UM’s 2007 First-Year Reading Experience competition.
The book chosen for this year’s competition was “Three Cups of Tea” by Bozeman 
author Greg Mortenson. It chronicles Mortenson’s determination to succeed at a personal quest 
to build schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Allison Maier, a UM journalism major from Boise, Idaho, took first place in the 
competition with her essay titled “The Mortenson Effect.” She received $400 for the winning 
essay, in which she writes about how Mortenson’s book led her to “rethink the pessimistic 
notions” she had about the power of individual action in today’s world.
Second place went to Aaron Jungnitsch of Coram. Jungnitsch, an English education 
major, received $200 for his essay titled “A Misunderstanding.”
The $100 third-place award went to “A Respected Peace” by Jordan Rooklyn of Ashland, 
Ore. Rooklyn majors in physics at UM.
The annual writing competition is open to all first-year students at the University. Special 
events, such as presentations by the books’ authors, lectures and educational sessions, are held
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each year at UM in conjunction with the competition.
Excerpts from this year’s winning essays are online at 
http://www.lib.umt.edu/firstyear/essay.htm.
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